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Division 34:  Peel Development Commission, $2 808 000 - 
Mr A.P. O’Gorman, Chairman. 
Mr J.A. McGinty,  Minister for Peel and the South West. 
Ms M.K. De Lacey, Chief Executive Officer. 
Mr M.J.P. Timoney, Manager, Corporate Services. 
Mr A.D. MARSHALL:  The first dot point on page 529 refers to the implementation of key strategies for the 
Peel sustainable development strategy 2020.  What has been learnt from that strategy? 

Ms De LACEY:  Peel 2020 is an evolving document.  It was developed in partnership with a range of 
stakeholders, including local government, business interests and the environment sector.  Basically it identified 
around 100 strategies, some of which are already in place.  It gave us a clear picture of pressure points across the 
triple bottom line.  Some of those included the need for well planned infrastructure to cope with the sheer 
pressure of volume of population growth, including things like the extension of the Kwinana Freeway.  There is 
quite a strong interest in the rail development.  It also reinforces the fact that levels of unemployment are high in 
the region - in fact, we have the highest levels of unemployment across all age groups.  There is also a need for 
ongoing strategies for business migration to expand industry.  A number of the strategies that were identified in 
Peel 2020 are already beginning or are in place, so we actually have partnerships that are looking at attracting 
industry.  Another issue that was identified is the lack of industrial land, and that is related to both employment 
and the ability to attract industry.  We have brought together key partners across government to develop a clear 
plan to address that issue.  Complicating that is another thing we learnt from Peel 2020, which is the sensitivity 
of the environment.  One factor that reduces the ability to develop land is the level of the watertable in the 
region.  We have brought together key partners within the environment sector with the Department for Planning 
and Infrastructure and LandCorp to try to address the industrial land issue in a way that meets the needs and 
sensitivities of the environment.  We also learnt about the need for ongoing attention to social issues, particularly 
some of the pressures concerning health, particularly mental health, and the need for crisis services for women 
and children, including homeless youths.  It gave us a picture of where we are now, where we will go in the 
future and what the pressures may be, given the incredible increase in population.  It tells us about the 
importance of partnerships - the document itself was developed through partnerships - but it also tells us that no 
one sector or body will be able to address the challenges alone.  We have already put a number of structures in 
place to enhance those partnerships right across the region, including bringing together and strengthening the 
partnership between local government and the State Government, but also including the relationship between 
government and business. 

[3.40 pm] 

Mr A.D. MARSHALL:  The mental health service is at its lowest ebb in our region.  Is it part of the agenda of 
the Peel Development Commission or does it come under health services?   

Ms De LACEY:  It is certainly an area for the Department of Health.  The Commonwealth also has a role in 
mental health.  The commission’s role is coordination and facilitation. The next step for Peel 2020, in which all 
government agencies will be involved, is to identify the top five or six priorities for the region.  It is highly likely 
that the issue of health will be one of the top priorities.  These priorities will cut across all sectors.  The PDC has 
a role in bringing that kind of information to the attention of government and bringing those sectors together to 
address the priorities.   

Mr A.D. MARSHALL:  The PDC is involved in ensuring that the quality and quantity of water in the Peel 
region’s waterways remain excellent.  The boast is that the waterways in the Peel region are three times the size 
of the Swan River and are a major tourist attraction with boating, fishing and the like.  They must therefore be 
kept to the highest standard.  However, the Peel Inlet Management Authority office in Mandurah was closed 
during the past 12 months.  The Water and Rivers Commission office was also closed and its staff transferred to 
Rockingham.  They now come to Mandurah for only two days a week.  Is there a role for the PDC in getting 
those government agencies back into Mandurah to assist the PDC in sustaining the quality of the waterways?   

Ms De LACEY:  We certainly work with those partners irrespective of where they are and where they might be 
covering the region.  In the past few months the Commonwealth has given significant attention to the 
environment in the Peel region.  We and all those bodies, including the Water and Rivers Commission, the 
Department of Environmental Protection and the Department for Planning and Infrastructure, are working on a 
number of projects, the most recent one of which involves around $350 000 from the Commonwealth and about 
$29 000 from us.  We do that not by taking responsibility for the issue but by bringing together the right people 
to be able to manage into the future.  That includes the agencies the member has mentioned.  
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Mr A.D. MARSHALL:  The delay in the construction of the Perth to Mandurah rail link is supposed to be longer 
than was anticipated.  It is advertised as being 2007, but the way things are going, I think it will be much later 
than that.  The delay has caused increased costs not only to businesses in Mandurah but also to road transport.  
Mandurah is the gateway into the south west.  All heavy transport goes through Mandurah to get there, so the 
noise and congestion is of grave concern.  The obvious solution is that priority be given to the Peel deviation.  I 
see the PDC as one of the major players in getting the Government to put money into roads rather than putting it 
all into the rail link.  Do you see the PDC as doing something about that? 

Ms De LACEY:  The Peel deviation is certainly one of the top priorities for our board.  We do not work on it 
alone.  Our chairperson is the convener of a stakeholder group which comprises all the affected local government 
authorities, which include Bunbury City Council - so it affects areas as far away as that - and the South West 
Development Commission.  The role of the stakeholders group is to provide information back to the Department 
for Planning and Infrastructure.  The intention at this stage is that the stakeholders group will be meeting with 
the Minister for Planning and Infrastructure in June to talk about its focus and priority on the Peel deviation. 

Mr P.D. OMODEI:  On page 536, one of the financial statements on the cost of services is the expenses from 
ordinary activities, particularly employee expenses which were $642 000 in 2001-02, budgeted to be $653 000 in 
2002-03 and ended up as $771 000 in 2002-03.  I note that in this year’s budget they have been budgeted as 
$636 000.  The note (a) on that page indicates that there will be 10 full-time equivalents for each of the financial 
years.  Where did the extra $140 000 come from between last year’s budget and the actual figure?  Now that it is 
diminishing, what happened to create those figures?   

Mr TIMONEY:  The extra relates to fixed-term contract staff whom we put on.  They usually have external 
funding, sometimes from the Commonwealth, sometimes from other state government departments and on 
occasions even local authorities.  They are very difficult to predict.  We cannot be certain that person A will 
work for us.  The expenses are basically for extra short-term staff.   

Mr A.J. DEAN:  The eighth dot point on page 532 refers to the establishment of a one-stop-shop government 
administration centre in Mandurah.  What was the outcome of that; did the proposal go any further and was it 
deemed viable? 

Mr J.A. McGINTY:  It is still under review.  The concept was to get all government agencies currently renting 
accommodation in the Mandurah area to come together in one central business district building in order to 
provide one place to go to for anyone who wished to access state government services in Mandurah.  It would 
also help redevelop the CBD in Mandurah.  That is the concept involved.  It is still under active consideration.  It 
has not progressed beyond the stage of identifying the issues.  I hope that we will be able to progress it during 
the course of this financial year.   

Mr A.D. MARSHALL:  The tenth dot point on page 532 refers to increased expansion and development of the 
Peel equine industry.  We are trying to develop the Peel region as the horse centre of Western Australia.  I would 
venture to say that the employment resulting from the equine industry is second only to that of Alcoa which 
employs over 3 000 people in the Peel region.  Because the equine industry involves not merely the breeding, 
selling and training of horses but also the dependent industries providing horse feed, floats, saddles and so on, it 
employs an enormous number of people.  I believe that the Peel equine industry needs financial assistance.  
Whichever Government is in power, it could hang its hat on the fact that it introduced something very special to 
Western Australia.  How far is the PDC prepared to go to assist the Peel equine industry?   

[3.50 pm] 
Mr J.A. McGINTY:  I will make a quick comment and then hand over to Ms DeLacey.  All development 
commissions are given a significant amount of funding to spend on local projects.  Assistance is available 
through the annual allocation of moneys from the regional investment fund.  The equine industry should work 
closely with the Peel Development Commission and local members, including the member for Dawesville, to 
work out what it wants, the economic benefits that will flow from it and its significance for the region.  I simply 
suggest to people that they work closely with the development commission to promote themselves and to 
provide the services and facilities that are necessary. 

Mr A.D. MARSHALL:  It seems to me that this is a new group that could get support from the Minister for 
Tourism, the Minister for Consumer and Employment Protection and the Minister for Sport and Recreation.  
Probably another three or four ministers could get involved with that.  If they gave a little from their budgets to 
make it a full program, these people could make a success of this new venture.  Can the Peel Development 
Commission harness all those ministers to get their money and not get rid of the PDC money? 

Mr J.A. McGINTY:  I will ask Ms DeLacey to talk about the assistance the PDC can provide and also the 
coordinating role it can play in accessing the other ministers. 
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Ms De LACEY:  Since about 1992 we have provided about $41 000 to assist the Peel Horse Industry Council or 
to develop the equine industry.  That includes about $20 000 since November 2001 towards its executive officer.  
We do provide assistance, but with the expectation that the industry itself will become self-sustaining in time.  
However, we recognise that that will take time.  We also have a role and are actively involved at the moment in 
bringing the industry executive officer and its board together with other partners who may be able to assist with 
funding, and that includes across government. 

Mr A.D. MARSHALL:  The second dot point on page 533 refers to expanding business development in the 
region.  It would surprise a lot of people to know that more than 32 restaurants have opened in Mandurah in the 
past four years.  I do not believe any other city in the State could say that it is going as well as Mandurah in that 
department.  It is not just the hospitality industry that is needed to provide employment.  On what other areas has 
the Peel Development Commission concentrated? 

Ms De LACEY:  We are working actively with the tourism industry and with the construction industry.  Again, 
it is about bringing together the other partners.  However, we are looking for ways to take advantage of booming 
industries to create employment for local people.  Therefore, we are bringing together training bodies and those 
industries. 

Mr A.D. MARSHALL:  Following on from that, I refer to the first dot point on page 534, which refers to a 
detailed marketing campaign for tourism.  That fits in with Ms DeLacey’s answer.  A lot of money has been 
spent over the years on developing the Peel region as an identity of its own.  It broke away from the South West 
Development Authority, as it was called in the old days, and now the Peel region stands alone.  Everything has 
been geared towards tourism as a way to create employment.  Unfortunately, there is a new move to place 
tourism areas into zones.  The idea that has been floated is that the Peel region will become part of the 
metropolitan area.  I do not agree with that, and I like to think that we would fight that.  Is that another exercise 
of which the Peel Development Commission will become a part? 

Ms De LACEY:  Yes, we are very much involved with that.  Across the board, all the local governments, the 
Peel Development Commission, certainly our board, the chamber of commerce and a range of other bodies are 
actively involved in providing feedback to the Western Australian Tourism Commission about its proposed zone 
structure.  Consistently and strongly, the feedback is that the Peel area has an identity as a region.  The region 
wants to retain that identity.  It does not see the logic in being included in a metropolitan zone, but would prefer 
to remain alone as a region.  Recognising that that is not likely, the region would, as a second choice, prefer to be 
included in the south west zone. 

Mr A.D. MARSHALL:  The allocation to the Mandurah Ocean Marina is shown on page 535.  It looks good.  
There was a big announcement by the Government.  I sat on the task force for five years to get that marina up 
and running.  LandCorp originally estimated that, on average, the blocks would sell for $80 000, but the final 
estimate was $100 000.  In fact, the blocks were sold for an average price of $200 000.  Therefore, LandCorp has 
made a profit out of this initiative.  I would like to think that somehow the Peel Development Commission could 
remind LandCorp of this, work with it and get back a bit more money for projects that the region needs, because 
LandCorp is getting that second stage of the marina for nothing. 

Mr J.A. McGINTY:  We will take that as an observation rather than something to which we can respond directly, 
given that we are not responsible for LandCorp.  However, I do not disagree with the sentiments. 

Mr A.D. MARSHALL:  I will say a couple of things in summary.  The PDC has a new chief executive officer, 
and everyone is very happy with and proud of the way she has picked up the job so quickly.  The museum needs 
to be updated, and the PDC could become involved in that.  There is a need to follow up the proposal of the 
previous Government to establish a bird park in the Creery wetlands.  That area is ready to explode as a tourism 
spot that would attract overseas visitors.  I am interested to know whether the minister believes it is important to 
promote Peel Thunder, through the PDC, as a tourist attraction that provides entertainment value for the area and 
has the potential to develop junior football.  Peel Thunder is the first regional football team in 100 years to be 
included in the West Australian Football League competition.  Can the Peel Development Commission give Peel 
Thunder some assistance? 

Mr J.A. McGINTY:  Perhaps we will treat those two issues as bids for activity in the forthcoming budget year to 
make sure we give them the attention they deserve. 

The appropriation was recommended. 
 


